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“Kirkwood Presbyterian Church is a joyful community of faith
—seeking, serving, and sharing Jesus Christ.”
Kirkwood’s Mission Statement

MAY 15, 2022

11:00 AM

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
SILENT REFLECTION
“We know our human capacity for duplicity and subterfuge, our penchant for disguising and hiding
our true designs. In the city depicted in the text, this no longer occurs.

There is no night, no darkness or shadow present for hiding motivations or intentions.
The revealing light of God illuminates every corner and every closet.

There is no longer a place for pretence or deception. Such ideas have no purchase here,
being alien to the very nature of what God brings into being.”

~ Paul “Skip” Johnson †

PRELUDE

Fugue in E minor

Thomas Sanders Dupuis

TOLLING OF THE BELLS
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

O God, Show Mercy to Us (Psalm 67)
New Metrical Version of the Psalms (1909) / Gustav Holst

CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

~ Psalm 67

Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed!
May God be gracious to us and bless us; may God’s face shine on us!
Let us be glad and sing for joy, for God judges with equity,
and guides all the nations of the earth.
Let the people praise you, O God;
let all the people praise you!

GATHERING PRAYER (UNISON)
Almighty God, as we open our hearts to praise you this morning, be with us. Remind us that our
Lord Jesus has promised we will never be forsaken, and has called the Holy Spirit to remain by
our side as our advocate. Help us to feel your presence, both in this hour of worship, and
throughout our lives. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

HYMN

CALL TO CONFESSION

~ John 14:27

Our Lord Jesus has promised us his peace, and assured us that our hearts need not be troubled.
Therefore, let us boldly confess our sins, confident of God’s grace and Christ’s intercession.
Let us pray:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION §

~ John 14:23, 24, 26

Loving God, we confess that we are an anxious people who deny your blessings and fail to keep
your word. You have given us your Holy Spirit to remind us of the lessons our Lord taught us,
but too often we allow unimportant things to stand in the way—preventing us from becoming
the people you would have us be. We fear what others might think of us, so we fail to act on what
we believe. Our hearts are easily troubled by worry and anxiety, falsehood and fear.
(time of silence for personal prayers of confession)
Forgive us, we pray, and make us bold to work for justice and peace for all your children. Help
us to see beyond our limited present to a limitless new future, so that we might live in peace and
reflect your love in the world. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON §
One:
All:

~ John 14:27

Let your hearts be still, for God loves you and forgives all your wrongdoing. Friends,
believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen!

WE PASS THE PEACE OF CHRIST
Leader:
People:

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
OFFERING ^
DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

WE HEAR THE WORD
MUSICAL OFFERING

Peace, I Leave With You, My Friends

Ray Repp

Text and music © 1967, Otter Creek Music. All rights reserved.
Exclusive agent: OCP. Arr. The New Century Hymnal, © 1994, The Pilgrim Press.
Permission to reprint, podcast, and /or stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license # A-732212. All rights reserved.

THE FIRST READING

Revelation 21:10; 21:22-22:5

THE GOSPEL

John 14:23-29

SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH #
Jesus was dead and buried, but God raised him from the dead.
The risen Lord appeared to his followers.
They recognized him as their Master who had been crucified.
Before Jesus left them,
he commissioned them to proclaim to all people
the good news of his victory over death,
and promised to be with them always.
We are certain that Jesus lives.
He lives as God with us,
touching all of human life with the presence of God.
He lives as one of us with God.
Because he shares our humanity
and has bound us to himself in love,
we have an advocate in the innermost life of God.
We declare that Jesus is Lord.
His resurrection is a decisive victory
over the powers that deform and destroy human life.
His lordship is hidden.
The world appears to be dominated by people and systems
that do not acknowledge his rule.
But his lordship is real.
It demands our loyalty and sets us free
from the fear of all lesser lords who threaten us.
We maintain that ultimate sovereignty
now belongs to Jesus Christ
in every sphere of life.
Jesus is Lord.
He has been Lord from the beginning.
He will be Lord at the end.
Even now he is Lord. Amen.

Pat Futato
~ A Declaration of Faith (1977) 4.5

HYMN

BENEDICTION *
POSTLUDE

Postludium in F

Louise E. Stairs

Citations:
† David Schmitt, Commentary on the Gospel Lesson for Easter 4: Series C: John 10:22-30, 1517 Christ For You website,
4/30/2022. Link: https://www.1517.org/articles/gospel-john-1022-30-easter-4-series-c
§ Adapted from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1: Advent through Pentecost. Ed.
Kimberly Bracken Long. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2012.
^ Adapted from Rev. Molly Spangler, Order of Worship for the Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 22, 2022.
© Presbyterian Outlook, 2022.
Link: https://pres-outlook.org/category/ministry-resources/worship-resources/
‡ Children’s Message source TBD
# The 197th General Assembly (PCUSA, 1985) made its own the action of the 177th General Assembly (PCUS, 1977) with
reference to A Declaration of Faith which is as follows: “That ‘A Declaration of Faith’ be adopted as a contemporary statement
of faith, a reliable aid for Christian study, liturgy, and inspiration . . . ” (Minutes, PCUS, 1977, Part I, p. 168), with the
understanding that only the current Book of Confessions has constitutional standing. Link:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/declaration-faith/
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Joys & Concerns
This Week’s Birthdays:
May 23 Susan Lister
This Week’s Anniversaries:
May 20 Ron & Yvonne Taylor
Special Concerns:
Dustin & Sherri Ellington and family,
mission workers in Zambia
The Mirabella family,
mission workers in Japan
Matt & Ansley Kynes and family,
medical missionaries in Kenya

Sympathies:
We extend our deepest expression of Christian love
and sympathy to the family of Sue Flory who died
peacefully on May 18 with her family by her side. A
memorial service will be held at Kirkwood on
Saturday, May 28 at 1:00 pm, with a reception to
follow the service. Burial will be at Arlington
National Cemetery at a future date. Cards may be
sent to the Flory Family at 6005 Roxbury Ave,
Springfield, VA 22152.
Health & Personal Concerns:
Celia Barteau
Ron Cook
Joan Reynolds
Claire Runger
Joyce Bower, sister of Doug Amon
Goitom, cousin of Elisabeth Masho
John Chelena, son-in-law of Ron & Anne Cook
Chris Brown
Joyce Nelson
Kathy Godwin

Today’s Revised Common Lectionary Readings: Next Sunday’s Revised Common Lectionary Readings:
Acts 16:9-15
Ps. 67
Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29

Acts 16:16-34
Ps. 97
Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26
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